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BLACK 1 1

SKIP (V.O.)
I just want to do my island proud 
you know, bring honor to my family 
and all that, like Mulan. 

FADE IN 

EXT. FIELD - DAY2 2

SKIP (plucky, forever optimistic and eager) stands talking to 
the camera in a field of green. 

SKIP
(to camera)

That was Mulan, right? Or 
Pochantas, it was one of the ethnic 
ones I think, because family honor 
is very ethnic I feel. 

Catching herself 

SKIP (CONT’D)
(to camera)

ANYWAY, okay, yeah, no one from 
here has ever done this before. 

B ROLL - EXT. FIELD 3 3

Skip stretches, warming up for some activity. 

SKIP  (V.O.)
Close your eyes, think of a sport 
with no black chicks in it. Now 
open your eyes, look at me, the 
future of sheep herding and proud 
of it. 

CUT AWAY: 4 4

[SUPER WIDE] Skip chases a large dog around a field, the dog 
turns and faces her, she begins to run away from the dog. 

SKIP (V.O.)
So I figure, I will bring the 
diversity to it and put my country 
on the map, with (gesturing to 
herself) all of this.  

TITLE OVER: BLACK SHEEP: The Skip Sullivan Story



INT. HOUSE [TALKING HEAD-ESQUE]5 5

Skip sits next to a woman (MARGO) on a couch, they hold 
hands. MARGO looks lovingly at Skip. 

MARGO 
We’ve both been huge supports of 
the sheep herding cultured. In our 
6 months together we’ve learned so 
much, watching Babe, Babe, Pig in 
the City and Lassie, Lassie 2, 
Lassie3: Lassie come home and 
Braveheart and our favourite day 
time morning sheep herding talk 
show: GOOD NEWES with Veruika 
Shark. 

CUT AWAY: COMMERCIAL6 6

On screen, veruika sits talking about sheep sheering. 

VERUIKA 
Morning my flock, it’s over cast 
here in blustery scotland. 

CUT AWAY INT. KITCHEN 7 7

MARGO moves away from the TV and Skip move around the kitchen 
making breakfast. MARGO makes her a bowl of oatmeal and a 
protein shake. 

MARGO (V.O.)
I cook her breakfast every morning. 
Gotta keep her in tip-top shape, 
because sheep herding is no joke.

MARGO and skip are having an altercation about oatmeal. 

MARGO (V.O.)
I make sure she’s training 
properly, we adopted some dogs from 
the humane society. 

The volume comes in on the conversation 

MARGO
Stop half assing the herding. 

A dog runs in front of MARGO, making her drop the large bowl 
of oatmeal. 
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MARGO (CONT’D)
DOG DAMNIT HECTOR!

Volume comes in on the scene playing out in the kitchen. 
MARGO is in a rage. 

INT. COUCH 8 8

SKIP
We don’t have sheep here, so we had 
to make it work.  

EXT. BACKYARD9 9

2 large dogs run around the yard, pan over to MARGO smoking.

INT. COUCH10 10

SKIP
I’m training for the 2nd annual 
Martinique Sheep herding solstice. 

Skip holds up a FLYER. Excited as fuck. 

SKIP (CONT’D)
I really excited to go to the three 
day sheep herding retreat which 
includes a shear your own sweater 
happy hour and a two day field 
presence seminar titled ARE YOU 
THERE SHEEP ITS ME HERDER? Led by 
none other than Veruika Shark, 
Celebrity sheep guru and baaaaaad 
bitch. Last year, I didn’t have the 
financial support (looks lovingly 
at MARGO) I’m just a very lucky 
girl. 

MARGO suddenly perks up 

MARGO
You didn’t tell them the best part 
sweetheart, Lamb chop.

SKIP
(catching on, eyes lighting up) 
Oh yes! So WE (looking at MARGO) 
splurged on one thing that would 
definitely give me a leg up in the 
competition. 
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MARGO
You could say it would help you 
“catch” up the competition. 

They both laugh: THIS JOKE IS HILARIOUS to them. 

EXT. BACKYARD - A BIT LATER 11 11

LAURA TALKING HEAD 

LAURA
Look, I work for animal control, 
I’m a canine retrieval specialist, 
They’re paying me five hundred 
dollars to be here.

The sun shines bright, Skip stands at attention, back 
straight, ready to get training. 

A woman in all black (LAURA MINNOW), equipped with a lara 
croft side bag walks into frame. She paces in front of SKIP. 

LAURA (CONT’D)
To catch the animal, you have to 
THINK like the animal. You have to 
move like the animal. 

Laura moves her body like a jellyfish (quickly and 
erratically) then she is back to business. 

LAURA (CONT’D)
Do you want to learn how to be the 
animal? 

SKIP 
(still standing at 
attention)

Yes, well, that’s why we hired you. 

Laura stops pacing. She walks up to be face to face with 
SKIP. 

LAURA
(near yelling )

DO YOU WANT TO LEARN HOW TO BE THE 
ANIMAL? 

SKIP
Yes! SIR YES! MA’AM SIR! YES I WANT 
TO BE THE ANIMAL! 
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EXT. SKIP AND LAURA TALKING HEAD TWO SHOT 12 12

SKIP
(to camera)

Laura Minnow, she’s the top dog 
catcher in town. (gesturing) 

LAURA SAYS “ I WISH I COULD AGREE WITH YOU but that is 
idiotic”

(Cassandra got this)

CUT AWAY EXT: SKIP is on the ground doing dog like things. 
Practicing peeing, asking for treats, rolling over. 

EXT. TALKING HEAD 13 13

Laura talks to camera while SKIP runs around in the 
background. 

LAURA
(to camera - straight 
faced)

I’m being paid to show them how to 
corner a dog. 

CUT AWAY: Dog runs away from SKIP

LAURA (V.O.)
I told ‘em if they gave me a grand 
I would teach ‘em all the secrets 
of dog catching. 

Zoom on her face. 

LAURA
(small smirk)

There are no secrets. 

CUT AWAY TO:

EXT. BACKYARD 14 14

The dog is eating, and She eats next to the dog 

SKIP
(to herself) 

Be the animal, be the animal, be 
the animal. 
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TALKING HEAD - LAURA 

LAURA
She’s a determined one, I’ll give 
her that. 

CUT AWAY: SKIP is doing Animal things, sleeping like a dog. 

CRATE SCENE 

EXT. BACKYARD 15 15

SKIP is in her full fitness outfit and she is ready to go 

SKIP
(to camera)

So we’re out here today for my 
final trial before the solstice. 
Crating is essential for herders, 
it tests agility, precision, the 
human animal connection. It’s the 
perfect storm for sheep herding 
success. 

LAURA
(appearing out of nowhere)

It’s time. 

Skip smiles to herself, sure she can do this. but somethign 
isn’t right, the moment isn’t complete. Skip turns to MARGO

SKIP
MARGO..

Skip looks at MARGO, MARGO is off in the distance, staring... 
off into the distance.

SKIP (CONT’D)
MARGO

MARGO still doesn’t hear her. 

SKIP (CONT’D)
MARGO BLOW THE SHELL 

MARGO breaks her fugue and quickly grabs a conch shell, 
blowing it loudly. 

THE TRIAL BEGINS (Gymnastic like crating) The small dog 
(HECTOR) completes the task. 

THIS IS THE MOMENT OF TRIUMPH, MARGO BLOWS THE CONCH SHELL 
AGAIN! This is a glorious moment. 
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CUT TO BLACK

THE END

As the credits roll we see: 

EXT. ROAD - DAY 16 16

The sun is setting. 

SKIP
(to camera)

You know when training for anything 
there are ups and downs. But, with 
MARGO and Laura’s help, I really 
think, I’ve got a shot at being the 
first dog sheep herding olympic 
champion of the world. 

CAMERAWOMAN
Is it an Olympic event. 

SKIP
Oh, it will be. (echo) it will be. 

A convertible drives down the road, Skip in the driver’s 
seat, the dogs all sit in the back. 

SKIP (V.O.) (CONT’D)
I think I’m ready. 

CUT BACK TO:

EXT. SKIP TALKING HEAD17 17

SKIP 
(very optimistic)

No, I know I’m ready. 

Skip smiles into camera. 
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